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Textbooks 

  

Feder, Kenneth  

  2011  The Past in Perspective: An Introduction to Human Prehsitory, 5th edition. Oxford 

University Press, New York.  
 

 

Ashmore, Wendy and Robert Sharer  

  2010   Discovering Our Past: A Brief Introduction to Archaeology, 5th edition. 

McGraw-Hill, Inc., New York. 
 

 

Course Content 
 

Anthropology is a diverse and fascinating discipline concerned with the study of 

humankind, from our earliest human ancestors to the myriad living cultures found around 

the world today.  This course focuses on the behavior and organization of human cultures 

through the lens of archaeology.  The course is designed to introduce students to the diverse 

methodologies and techniques archaeologists use in discovering and understanding past 

cultures. We will then examine how archaeological studies have contributed to our 

understanding of human prehistory, including the evolution of humankind and the earliest 

human civilizations documented from around the world.    

 

University Student Learning Goal 

 

The university has identified eight University Student Learning Goals which all students--

regardless of major--are expected to accomplish by the time they graduate.  This course is 

designed to meet University Student Learning Goal 8: Social Responsibility and 

Ethical Reasoning defined as the following: 

 

http://www.mtu.edu/assessment/program/university-learning-goals/


 Students will be able to identify and address conflicting ethical values and develop 

 a sense of responsibility for the broad impacts of individual actions and social 

 institutions. They will understand their role as citizens and their responsibility to 

 work with others in promoting quality of life and a sustainable society. 

 

Please follow the link above or visit http://www.mtu.edu/assessment/program/university-

learning-goals/ to view the rubrics developed to assess individual student progress for Goal 

8 and all other University Student Learning Goals.  Papers submitted by you in this course 

may be used at some future date for assessment; your personal information will be held 

confidential as part of any such evaluation. 
 

 

Grading  

 

Your course grade will be the sum of your test, written, and quiz scores, divided by a 

possible 500 points for the class.   The Course grade is comprised of the following: three 

examinations (3 x 100 points = 300 points or 60%), one term paper (1 x 100 points = 100 

points or 20%), three short written assignments (3 x 25 points = 75 points or 15%), and 

class quizzes (10 x 2.5 points = 25 points or 5%). Letter grades for exams, papers, and for 

the final grade will be assigned according to the following point scale:  

       

 A = 100 – 90%, AB = 89.9 – 89, B = 88.9 – 80%, BC = 79.9 – 79, C = 78.9 – 70%,  

CD = 69.9 – 69, D = 68.9 – 60%, F = 59 – 0%. 

 

The first two exams will be held during regularly scheduled class times, with the third 

exam being held during the final exam period.  Each exam will consist of multiple choice 

and short answer questions and will cover material presented in lecture and in the reading 

assignments.  The exams will not be cumulative.  However, learning is cumulative and 

your understanding of material presented early in the course will aid you in subsequent 

sections.  If necessary, class test scores will be curved by adding the number of points 

necessary to bring the class average to 70%.  Final student averages will not be curved.  

 

I will hand out the three short written assignments at the beginning of each of the three 

sections of the course.  Each assignment will involve a series of questions designed to 

evaluate your comprehension of the themes and subjects presented in lecture and the 

readings for that section of the course.  These papers will be no more than 2-3 typed, double 

spaced pages in length.  Each of these assignments will be due on the day of the exam 

ending that particular section of the class (please see the course schedule for exact due 

dates).    

 

The term paper will involve the reviewing of two articles on a particular archaeological 

site, subject, technique, etc.  In this paper the student will compare and critique two articles, 

one taken from the popular press and one taken from a scholarly peer reviewed journal.  

The research paper will be 4-5 typed, double spaced pages in length, and will include all 

relevant citations.  Paper topic proposals, including the subject topic and article citations, 

will be due on October 23rd.  The term paper will be due on the day of the final regular 

class meeting December 11th.  Listed below are some possible article sources.   

http://www.mtu.edu/assessment/program/university-learning-goals/
http://www.mtu.edu/assessment/program/university-learning-goals/


 

Popular Sources: Archaeology Magazine, Archaeology Odyssey, Biblical 

Archaeology Review, Discover, National Geographic, Scientific American, etc. 

 

Scholarly Sources: American Antiquity, Latin American Antiquity, Journal of Field 

Archaeology, Journal of World Prehistory, World Archaeology, Journal of 

Anthropological Archaeology, Journal of Archaeological Science, Antiquity, etc. 

  

The Social Sciences Abstracts (a searchable database available through the Van Pelt 

Library) is a valuable resource useful for finding journal articles related to a subject of 

particular interest. 

 

A series of ten quizzes will be given randomly at the start of class.  These quizzes will test 

your knowledge on topics discussed in a previous class or will deal with information from 

the assigned readings.       
 

 

 

Make-up Exams 

 

Make-up examinations will only be given to students who can document a legitimate 

absence as defined in the University Policies section of the Student Handbook (subsection 

Attendance Policy).  Excused absences include: 1) participation in an event on the 

university authorized activity list,   2) a death or major illness in the student’s immediate 

family, 3) illness of a dependent family member, 4) participation in legal proceedings that 

require the student’s presence, 5) a religious holy day, 6) illness that is too severe or 

contagious for the student to attend class (as determined by a physician in writing),  7) 

required participation in military duties.  The validity of all other absences will be at the 

discretion of the instructor.  

 

A student, when possible should notify the instructor prior to a missed exam, but must 

notify the instructor by the following class period (via phone, email, or in person).  As 

outlined in the Attendance Policy subsection, the instructor is under no obligation to 

provide a make-up exam in the case of an unexcused absence.  If you do have a documented 

excuse you will be given a make-up exam within 30 calendar days of your last excused 

absence.  

 

Scholastic Dishonesty 

 

It is up to student and instructor to uphold the scholastic integrity of Michigan 

Technological University by refusing to participate in or tolerate scholastic dishonesty.  As 

defined in the University Policies of the Student Handbook, scholastic dishonesty includes, 

but is not exclusive to, the unauthorized acquirement or distribution of information and/or 

plagiarism.  Questions concerning scholastic dishonesty are directed to the Academic 

Integrity Policy (http://www.mtu.edu/deanofstudents/academic-policies/integrity/).  

Additional questions or concerns should be directed to the instructor.  Any student caught 

cheating on an exam will be required to turn in their test immediately, will receive a zero 



for the exam, and a report will be filed with the Dean of Students, Office of Judicial Affairs.  

Incidences concerning plagiarism will be turned over to the Dean of Students, Office of 

Judicial Affairs for adjudication.         

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that 

provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities.  Among other 

things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning 

environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities.  If you 

believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Dean of 

Students, Room 130 of the Waino Wahtera Center.  The phone number is 487-2212.   
 

 



Social Sciences 2200: Tentative Course Schedule 

 

 

Week Date Topic Readings 

     1 Sept. 2 / Sept. 4 Introduction  Chapter 1 

  The History of Prehistory A&S Ch. 1 

  

     2 Sept. 9 / 11 Anthropology and Culture Chapter 2 

  The Discipline of Archaeology  

 

     3 Sept. 16 / 18 Arch. Approaches to the Past A&S Ch. 4-5 

  Research Questions & Fieldwork 

 

     4 Sept. 23 / 25 Studying the Past w/ Archaeology A&S Ch. 8-9 

  Reconstructing and Understanding 

  the Past 

   

     5 Sept. 30 / Oct. 2 Human Origins: The First Hominids Chapter 3 

 

 First Exam October 2nd – First Assignment Due 

     6 Oct. 7 / 9 Diaspora and Premodern Humans Chapter 4 

     7 Oct. 14 / 16 Modern Humans Chapters 5/6  

     8 Oct. 21 / 23 New Worlds & Cultural Change Chapters 7 

 Research Paper Topic Due in Class October 23rd  

     9 Oct. 28 / 30 Food Production Chapter 8 

    10 Nov. 4 / 6 The Origins of Civilization Chapter 9 

 Second Exam November 6th - Second Assignment Due 

    11 Nov. 11 / 13 The Old World: Southwest Asia Chapter 10 

  and Africa 

 

    12 Nov. 18 / 20 Asia and Southeast Asia Chapter 11 

    13 Thanksgiving Break, November  24 – 28th 

    14 Dec. 2 / 4 The New World: Mesoamerica Chapters 12/13  

  and Andean Civilization  

 

    15 Dec. 9 / 11 Rank Societies / Archaeology Today Chapter 14 

   A&S Ch. 10 

 Term Paper Due in Class December 11th  

 Third Exam December 18th, 3-5 p.m. – Third Assignment Due 


